
“What I have found of God in  
Jesus Christ is so wonderful. I am 
eager for others to know it too  
– and to know Him.” 
Charles H. Spurgeon
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There have been moments 
this year that good news has 
been scarce, but we hope that 
this Christmas resource pack 
will be a blessing to you and 
to your church. We pray that 
it will inspire and encourage 
you to share the good news of 
the gospel over the Christmas 
season.

When we went into lockdown earlier 
this year, we saw many churches 
take on the challenge of presenting 
church in new ways and, while we 
couldn’t meet physically together, 
we adapted to the next best thing. 
Online services and socially distanced 
gatherings have created a new 
normal within the global church 
and many congregations have been 
moved into action, supporting their 
local communities and being the 
church in their neighbourhoods. 

Over the four weeks of advent we  
will be bringing good news through 
the themes of peace, unity, hope, 
love and how Jesus is in the midst 
of us, at Christmas time, and in every 
season in life that we walk through 
together with Him. 

You’ll also see more of what we  
have been doing, how we have 
adapted this year to support children 
across the UK, and ways that you, 
your small groups and church can 
be involved in supporting children, 
young people and families both  
locally and nationally. 

We pray, even at a time when you 
have been prevented from meeting 
together, that your congregation  
will continue to grow in number  
and thrive under the sound of  
the gospel. 

“Over the four weeks of advent we will be bringing 
good news through the themes of peace, unity, hope, 
love and how Jesus is in the midst of us...”
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Week 1: Sunday 29th November

Shepherds - Luke 2:15 (NIV): 
‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened which the Lord  
has told us about.’

GoodNewsGood news?  
The Shepherds and  
finding peace in the  
panic of pandemic.

“He became the 
perfect sacrifice for 
us and that’s part 
of the reason He is 
called the Lamb  
of God.” 

When we look at the surface of the 
past year we’ve seen little good 
news. As Covid-19 tore across the 
globe, it brought with it fear, anxiety, 
isolation and in many cases sadly, 
death. This unseen killer forced our 
churches to close, robbed us of 
physical interaction, companionship 
and relationship. It has been a year 
of events in which many of us have 
struggled to see the good. It has been 
a year of tremendous change and 
hardship, and we have had to adapt 
both personally and within the church.

The shepherds faced many  
challenges, from the immediate 
dangers of wolves, lions or bears, to 
the risk of sheep wandering from the 
flock and getting themselves into 
danger. Sheep were important in 
biblical times as their lambs were used 
in the temple as sacrifices for sins, and 
for the lamb to be used it had to be 
in perfect condition. The shepherds’ 
livelihood relied on keeping their 
sheep, and lambs, safe and well. 

The shepherds mentioned in Luke 
were the type of shepherds that raised 
lambs specifically for the temple. 
When a lamb was due to be born,  
they would prepare a place for the 
ewe to give birth and when the lamb  
was born they wrapped it in strips  
of cloth called swaddling.  
 
 
 
 
 

When the angels announced the 
birth of Jesus to the shepherds they 
would be so familiar with swaddling, 
because the swaddling was a mark 
of perfection and the Messiah, Jesus, 
was perfect. He became the perfect 
sacrifice for us and that’s part of the 
reason He is called the Lamb of God. 

That first Christmas night, when the 
angels appeared, the shepherds were 
terrified! It had been 400 years since 
God had spoken to His chosen people, 
the Jews; there would not have been 
anyone in the temple that could have 
predicted, let alone expected, that  
the announcement of Jesus’ birth 
would happen in a field, to a group  
of shepherds. On hearing the news, 
they didn’t think twice, they went 
directly to Bethlehem to see Jesus  
for themselves. 

Luke 2:11 (NIV): ‘Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you: 
he is Christ the Lord.’



GoodNews

Father God, thank you for the gift of your son who came into the world to 
save us. Thank you that through Him we see your love, your character and 
your heart of love for us. Help us, Lord, not to keep this love story to ourselves. 
Inspire us with new ways to communicate with our communities, so that they 
may know you and, please, deepen our walk with you.

Lord Jesus we thank you that, even though this year has been tough, you never 
left our side. Thank you that, even though we walked through the ‘valley of the 
shadow of death’, we don’t have to fear because you are with us. Thank you for 
your peace.

In Jesus name, Amen.

Prayer

How has your church been spurred 
to action this year in the light of 
Coronavirus? 

Are there discoveries that could help 
people of all ages connect with the 
gospel this Christmas?

Are there ways to help people navigate 
a potentially distanced and difficult 
Christmas?

  Questions to consider:The announcement spurred 
them to action. 

When we first heard of the pandemic 
many of us were spurred into action, 
for some of us it meant stocking up on 
essentials at the supermarket, buying 
a year’s-worth of toilet rolls in one go; 
for others it was ordering masks, hand 
gels and anti-bac online. And for others 
still, it was shopping for vulnerable 
family members in preparation. The 
announcement spurred us to action, 
our whole world was turned upside 
down and what followed has not been 
easy or painless. 

However, within the isolation, many of 
us have found new closeness with God. 
In years gone by, we have filled every 
spare minute with busyness but this 
enforced slowing down has enabled 
us to build a closer relationship with 
God, and to rely on Him more for each 
day. The shepherds went quickly to 
find Jesus in a manger, but when they 
got there, they stopped, knelt and 
worshipped Him. In the chaos of the 
evening’s announcement, where their 
world was turned upside down, they 
were brought to their knees to spend 
time with Jesus.

And through it all, God hasn’t left us, 
He hasn’t ceased to love us; the good 
news we share at Christmas of His birth 
is still the good news of the gospel. He 
is still Immanuel - God with us.

Matthew 1:22 (NIV): And they will  
call him Immanuel which means God 
with us.

Project focus: Invisible walls

For many of us, Coronavirus has meant 
we have been isolated in our own 
homes for periods of time, separated 
from family and friends. The experience 
we have all had over these past months 
has felt like we have been imprisoned in 
our own homes and, I believe, gives us 
a small glimpse into the life of a father 
separated from his children, just like in 
our Invisible Walls project.

Our Invisible Walls project, provides 
space for fathers in prison to reconnect 
with their children. Working closely with 
prisons, we help to provide precious 
moments for families to bond and 
reconnect. We want to help fathers 
not be defined by their past history 
but begin to rebuild their lives after 
their release. We offer early, specialist 
support and help families to resettle 
into their own communities. Please 
pray for our work in Prisons. That the 
love and support that we offer will 
encourage fathers to leave their past 
behind and begin a better life.

“In years gone by, we have 
filled every spare minute with 
busyness but this enforced 
slowing down has enabled us 
to build a closer relationship 
with God, and to rely on  
Him more for each day.” 



 Matthew 2:2 (NIV): 
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’

 
Joseph - The news that 
changed the world and the 
hope of things to come.

Are there ways we can encourage 
unity within the church and our 
community this Christmas?

Are there opportunities to be 
active peacemakers within our 
community?

How can we be more accessible 
and relevant to all people?

Our Children’s Centres offer support 
to any parent with a young family, 
providing spaces where we can tailor 
training, support and play sessions 
for families to thrive. At the heart 
of the community, our centres are 
known for caring, non-judgmental 
and practical support that is open 
to all families regardless of their 
background situation.

Over the lockdown months our 
Children’s Centres have been actively 
checking in on vulnerable families 
by phone, providing fun sessions for 
children online, and have provided 
practical support for the families that 
we serve. Staff have also done many 
socially distanced doorstep visits to 
support families. 

Please pray for our Children’s Centres 
this Christmas. Some of the children 
that would attend our groups will be 
from families that cannot afford to 
buy presents. Pray that we do our 
very best to make sure each child 
receives a gift this year, and that 
each family receives the love and 
support they need. 

‘I can’t breathe.’ Three words that 
became an iconic statement of 
solidarity for anti-racism protestors 
around the world this year. They were 
three of the final words 46-year-old 
George Floyd uttered before he was 
killed. Calls of ‘say his name!’ echoed 
across the world as communities 
banded together in unity to bring his 
murderer to justice and to shed light 
on racism and injustice that has gone 
unheard and ignored for generations. 

In the week that followed, George’s 
daughter, 6-year-old Gianni Floyd was 
seen sitting on top of the shoulders of 
an NBA player saying, ‘Daddy changed 
the world.’ And he has. As the story 
of his death spread worldwide people 
took to the streets to protest the 
systematic racism against black people 
and other minorities. Stories that had 
been overlooked suddenly flooded 
social media as grief, anger, and hope 
of change sparked within people.

 
2020 has been a year of 
change. 

Over two thousand years ago, a similar 
iconic change rocked the world. Jesus, 
fully man and fully God was crucified, 
He was killed for the salvation of the 
world. The way He entered the world 
was fraught with things that could go 
wrong, but God’s plan and timing were 
perfect. His intention?  To bring unity to 
His people and allow all people to enter 
into relationship with Him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus, was born not into a royal family, 
or in a palace, but to a teenage girl, 
Mary, and her betrothed Joseph. Born 
at a time where the very community 
they belonged to could have cast out 
Mary and stoned her to death for being 
pregnant outside of marriage. 

Joseph had decided in his mind to 
quietly divorce Mary on hearing the 
news of her pregnancy. We can imagine 
the heartbreak of his decision and 
also the pain of feeling he had been 
betrayed by her. It took an angel’s 
explanation for Joseph to understand 
the unique story that was unfolding, 
so he didn’t cast her off. We know that 
Jesus came into an already broken 
world, He saw us, He loved us, and it 
would be His final breaths that would 
change our eternal destiny. Jesus came 
to restore, love and bring unity to His 
people and, with a little artistic license 
here, we can imagine Jesus sitting on 
His father’s shoulders at a similar age 
to Gianni, saying ‘My Father is about to 
change the world.’ 

The very essence of Christmas is 
a message of hope and love for all 
people, all generations and ethnicities; 
Jesus came for all people, commanding 
us to love one another as He Himself 
loves us. And the church is the chosen 
vessel to communicate that, this 
Christmas and beyond.

Luke 2:10 (NIV): ‘Do not be afraid.  
I bring you news of great joy that will  
be for all people.’

 Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, thank you that 
because of you all people may 
have a personal relationship with 
our heavenly Father. Father, we lift 
to you the injustice in our world. 
Please help us Lord to stand up 
for those who need to be heard. 
Help us to seek justice, love mercy 
and walk humbly with you. Father, 
we pray that our church will be 
a place of safety and unity, that 
people would feel at home within 
the family of the church, that they 
may be uplifted and encouraged 
to share your love with others, 
without prejudice.

Lord God, help us to make our 
Christmas celebrations this year 
accessible to all, filled with love, 
joy and laughter, and help us to 
serve the needy where we can. 
Lord Jesus we thank you for the 
togetherness you bring when we 
follow your example by loving 
others the way you love us.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

GoodNews

Week 2: Sunday 6th December

Project focus: 
Children’s Centres

Questions to consider:



Matthew 2:2 (NIV): ‘We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’

John 8:12 (NIV): ‘I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but will 
have eternal life.’

Back in March, when things went into 
lockdown for the first time, everything 
looked scary and bleak. Interestingly, 
during this time, online searches of the 
word ‘prayer’ went up by 50% and a 
record 5 million people tuned in to hear 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, lead an Easter Sunday service  
from his kitchen.

Events this past year have defined for all 
of us a new normal, and have seen people 
seeking Jesus in different ways. Without 
the presence of a church to attend, the 
search has gone online, and the gospel 
message has been spread further than 
ever before.

As the Magi travelled from Persia, now 
considered to be modern-day Iran, they 
possibly made some assumptions as to 
where Jesus might be found. Following 
the light of a star was the first step on 
their journey. Their visit to Herod, on the 
way to Bethlehem, seemed like a logical 
step – they were searching for a new king 
within a palace. These men, introduced to 
us in the Christmas story as wise, would 
have been highly educated and, to have 
brought the gifts they offered, would  
have been wealthy too. To honour a king, 
they assumed they would find answers  
in the palace.

It’s so interesting how our earthly, 
human logic, is far inferior to the logic 
and wisdom of God - even if you are 
considered to be wise. 

We know, in hindsight, that our King Jesus 
was not found in Herod’s palace but in an 
outbuilding, amongst farm animals.  
 
 
 

The gifts the wise men brought were 
symbolic; the gold for kingship, the 
incense implying deity and the myrrh -  
an embalming oil representing His death. 

In the first year of his life, Jesus was 
already drawing people from other 
nations to Him, and the very gifts they 
brought were symbolic of who He was, 
and the salvation through Him that  
was to follow.

The Magi sought out Jesus and found  
Him by following the light of a star in  
the darkness. 

Everyone alive today needs a Saviour.  
For them to find light in the darkness, 
they need to be pointed to Jesus. What is 
so special about the Christmas story are 
the people that God chose to reveal Jesus 
to first. Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, 
the Kings and all those that surrounded 
them represented all layers of society, 
made equal at the feet of Jesus. 

In the Nativity, the only status in the  
room that mattered was Jesus’. 

On their return journey, the Magi must 
have known that the world would never 
be the same again, the new ‘normal’ that 
was to come brought suffering, but also 
redemption and restoration of God’s 
people.

Our return journey into the ‘new-normal’ 
of life is a process of rebuilding and 
restoration too. The question is, as people 
seek this new normal, how will we as a 
church continue to shine the light of  
Jesus so that others can find Him? 

The travelling Magi –  
Drawn to Jesus by the 
light in the darkness.

GoodNews

Week 3: Sunday 13th December

 Questions to  
 consider:

When socially distanced and 
online services seem to have 
become the new normal, how 
can the church connect beyond 
the screen to help those who 
are searching for Jesus this 
Christmas?

Are there any innovative ways 
that the congregation could 
serve your community, physically 
bringing Christmas and Christ to 
homes within your area?

Would the church be willing  
to take part in our good  
news challenge to spread  
love, joy and hope across the 
season, letting people know  
that they are remembered  
and not alone?

 Prayer
Lord Jesus, we thank you that you are our light in the darkness. We pray,  
Lord God, that you would prepare us as a church to be ready for those 
seeking you. Thank you, Father, that even in the dark days of pandemic, 
people are looking for you and searching for you. We pray Father God that, 
just like the story of the lost sheep, you would seek out those who are lost 
and in need of you. 

Help us as a church to continue to love others as you love us, as we welcome 
new people into our congregation. We pray that this Christmas, this year, 
we will see more salvations, not just in our community but around the world. 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for the hope we have in you.

In Jesus’ name, Amen



Jesus –  
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Prince of Peace

Isaiah 40:3 (NIV) 
‘The voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.’As Christmas approaches, the 
celebrations within our church 
community may look a little different, 
but then the first Christmas was pretty 
unique too wasn’t it? In all of the 
turmoil of this year there has been one 
person that has not wavered, that has 
been the same all along. Father God. 

And the good news of Christmas, 
the birth of our Saviour, remains 
unchanged too, although the way in 
which we communicate the gospel  
may be a little different.

God’s chosen people had 700 years 
to mull over what the first ‘Christmas’ 
would look like. They envisaged a 
warrior coming to save them, they 
expected conflict and governments 
to be overthrown in the coming of the 
Messiah. Instead they received a baby, 
vulnerable, reliant on His mother and 
father for protection and parenting. In 
fact, they were so certain of their own 
image of who Jesus would be that 
many didn’t even recognise Him, even 
when He told them who He was.

Instead of a gospel of war and 
judgement, Jesus lived a life devoted to 
love, heal, restore and bring peace. In 
Hebrew the word for peace is Shalom, 
and its full meaning is so much more 
than the way we interpret peace today. 
To us, peace is quiet, stillness and 
potential relaxation, but the Hebrew 
meaning of Shalom means harmony, 
healing, joy, wholeness, well-being, 
relief, calm and completeness.  
 
 

This is so powerful. When we 
experience the Shalom peace of God 
we are experiencing peace in all its 
fullness, in mind, body and soul. 

So when we read in Luke that the 
angels sang ‘Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace, goodwill 
to all men,’ they were singing of 
the completion that Jesus would 
bring to the people as well as the 
announcement of His arrival  
on Earth. 

This Christmas, as we celebrate 
together, whatever that looks like, let’s 
keep the realness of Christmas in the 
forefront of our minds, the depth of 
the love that Jesus showed us to bring 
us completeness and connection with 
God. A message of salvation that has 
been in place since the beginning of 
time, remains true today. And, whatever 
we may face together, let’s remember 
these words in Isaiah 41:10: ‘Do not fear, 
for I am with you; do not be dismayed 
for I am your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.’

John 16:33 (NIV): “I have told you 
these things, so that in me you may 
have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome 
the world.”

Week 4: Sunday 20th December
GoodNews

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV): ‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’

Our Together for Families project 
aims to empower local churches to 
expand their services, to stand in 
the gap and support isolated and 
vulnerable families. We would value 
your partnership with us in prayer 
this Christmas, praying for our team 
that supports churches in making 
connections with vulnerable children.  

Please pray that we will have wisdom 
and that God will open doors for us 
to offer the best care we can.  

If your church would like 
more information on how to 
be involved with Together for 
Families please don’t hesitate  
to get in touch.

Together  
for families

Project focus



 Questions to consider:

How can you spread the love,  
joy and peace of Jesus to friends, 
family and the local community 
this year?

How can we encourage 
and support those in caring 
professions?

What opportunities are there  
to encourage others too?

In what ways can the church 
make a connection with people 
this Christmas, both within the 
church congregation and in the 
community, that makes them feel 
connected and not isolated?

GoodNews

There are an estimated 800,000 
young carers across the UK who 
take on extra responsibilities when 
caring for close relatives and loved 
ones. Dispensing medication, doing 
the weekly shop, taking care of the 
washing, ironing and childcare are just 
some of the tasks taken on by children. 
Imagine then, the added stress and 
isolation that Covid-19 has brought 
to many of their lives, as well as the 
worry of shielding their vulnerable 
loved ones from further sickness or 
injury. Many children have become 
even more overwhelmed as support 
groups and meeting with friends has 
been restricted during lockdown. 

Our Young Carer projects across the 
UK are providing services and support 
to some of these children, giving them 
the space they need to be a child. By 
providing whole family support, and 
space to listen, we are helping relieve 
the pressure felt by young carers 
across the country and letting  
them know they are not alone. 

Please pray this  
Christmas  
for the work of  
our Young  
Carer projects.

Young Carers
Project focus
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 Prayer

Lord Jesus, we thank you that you 
remain the same yesterday, today and 
forever. We thank you that we can 
still celebrate Christmas and that the 
truth of the Christmas story remains 
unchanged. We thank you that in this 
time we are able to connect with one 
another and invite others into our 
church fellowship.

Please help those in need, and guide 
us Lord in the coming days, weeks and 
months. Help us to see how we can 
serve you better not just at Christmas 
but all year round. Thank you for 
always being with us and for your 
great love of us.

In Jesus name, Amen.
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On our website you can download a pdf of this 
booklet to share in your small groups, and you 
can also download a Nativity play script and a 
Good News Advent challenge that your whole 

congregation can take part in.

To find these, and more inspirational stories, 
resources, and ways to support Spurgeons 

please visit: www.spurgeons.org

Thank you  
for supporting Spurgeons  

this Christmas
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