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I’m delighted to have recently 
been appointed as Spurgeons’ 
new CEO, having previously 
been CEO of Fegans (now part 
of Spurgeons). My priority 
for Spurgeons is to support 
the increasing numbers of 
vulnerable children to thrive  
in their homes, communities 
and schools. 

1.6 million children living in 
families with substantial, 
complex needs have no 
established or recognized 
form of extra support. There 
simply aren’t enough properly 
resourced charities or statutory 
services in the country to meet 
their needs. 

The Government’s plan is for 
these children and parents to 
be supported more effectively 
through community-based 
family hubs. Spurgeons already 
runs many such hubs – in 
prisons, churches, children’s 
centres and schools. Our 
aim is to launch many more, 
by galvanising, training and 
equipping communities to 
respond to the need, and to 
respond well.

Inspired by our Christian faith, 
we want to come alongside 
churches to help them be  
an essential part of that 
response.  
 

There is a church present in 
most communities across the 
UK, and many of them did 
incredible work to provide 
spiritual and practical support 
during the pandemic, especially 
in deprived neighbourhoods. 
We want to enable more 
churches to become vital 
centres of support, so that 
more vulnerable children can 
get appropriate help at an early 
stage. In the coming months, 
I will share more of this vision 
and our plans to bring it into 
being. 

You, as one of our much-valued 
supporters, have an essential 
role in bringing this vision into 
being, through your prayers, 
your time spent in volunteering 
and your financial support.  
You are already helping many 
vulnerable children and young 
people to have a better start in 
life as the stories in this issue of 
Yours Faithfully illustrate. Let’s 
look forward in faith, hope and 
love, to transforming the lives of 
many, many more.

Ian, formerly CEO of Fegans, which was acquired by 
Spurgeons last July, has just been appointed to take 
Spurgeons on the next stage of its journey. As he 
explains, his new position brings together his personal 
and professional experience and his deep faith. 

“My childhood was, you might say, unstable. I would go 
to school with bruises and injuries, but no help came 
my way. In my teens, I rebelled and often stayed away 
from home. But when I was twenty, a kind pastor took 
me under his wing for two years, by which time God had 
stripped away my skepticism and renewed my hope.  
I decided to follow Jesus and my faith has been central 
to my life ever since.

“I began a process of healing - I married the wonderful 
Nicky and we have three delightful daughters. I joined 
Hays plc, and over the next 18 years had increasing roles 
of responsibility, eventually leading the large bid and 
contracts team.

“Then in my thirties a serious health disorder consigned 
me to three months off work. It gave me time to think 
about why I was here and I promised God that I would 
go where He led. I became a trustee of different charities, 
one of which was Fegans who then asked me to be their 
CEO. I really felt it was a calling from God to ensure 
kids like me got the support they needed by bringing 
together statutory services, schools and churches in a 
protective safety net around them. 

“I trained as a volunteer parent support worker, helping 
parents to raise their children to be resilient and have 
good mental health. I also ran workshops, as a volunteer, 
with recently separated parents, to help them support 
their children through that often traumatic process. This 
has helped me really appreciate the valuable, and at 
times difficult work that our staff and volunteers do. 

“All of us, our supporters included, dream of a future 
where many more vulnerable children can have a life 
of happiness and hope. May God give us the grace to 
make that a reality.”

Welcome Meet our  
new CEO,  
Ian Soars! Spurgeons is a Christian children’s charity 

founded in 1867 by Baptist preacher 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon. We believe that 
every child deserves the opportunity to live 
a happy and hope-filled life; that no child 
should face abuse, neglect or uncertainty.

Today, we serve around 30,000 children 
and their families through 50 services/
projects in 22 Local Authority areas across 
England (Midlands, East, West, South and 
London). With more than 400 staff, 150 
volunteers and thousands of supporters, 
Spurgeons delivers a range of support 
services, including:

• Health and wellbeing for Early 
Years

• Children’s centres and family hubs

• Support for families affected by 
domestic abuse

• Support for young carers

• Prison-based family support

• School counselling and support

• Parenting courses and support 
(including online provision)

About Spurgeons 
Children’s Charity  

Ian Soars  
Chief Executive,  
Spurgeons Children’s  
Charity
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Introduction

You, as one of our  
much-valued supporters, 
have an essential role in 
bringing this vision  
into being, through your 
prayers, your time spent 
in volunteering and your 
financial support.

“

”

from the Chief Executive



Birmingham Children’s Services

Zaara was so anxious about 
Covid that she and her two 
toddlers had not left their 
home in Perry Barr for eighteen 
months. Shalina Khatun, 
Spurgeons Health and Family 
Support Worker at Birmingham 
Children’s Centre explains that 
there was more to this story 
than first met the eye.
“The local Health Visitor 
was visiting Zaara’s flat for 
the children’s first at-home 
development check. When she 
discovered that they had been 
housebound throughout the 
pandemic, she referred them to 
us for support. 

“Zaara agreed to bring her 
daughters Amira and Parisa, to 
meet us at the centre and take 
a look around. We wondered if 
the two little girls, having been 
confined to the flat for over half 
their lives, would be anxious 
about being out. But that was 
far from being the case - as they 
ran up and down the corridors 
here at the Children’s Centre, 
laughing and shrieking with 
excitement, it was clear  
that they were delighted to  
taste freedom! 

“At our suggestion, Zaara started 
coming to our Feel Good group, 
where mums can get support 
to overcome anxiety and stress. 
Meanwhile, we looked after 
Amira and Parisa in our creche. 
 

They were so happy to be with 
other children after all those 
months stuck at home, and they 
had such a good time playing 
with the toys and games. It was 
lovely to see!

“We provide a protective 
safety net around vulnerable 
women and children by working 
with partners. One of them is 
HomeStart who provide practical 
and emotional support to 
isolated families in their homes. 
They began visiting Zaara - and 
it became apparent that her 
isolation was due to domestic 
abuse and the suffocating 
control that her husband  
exerted over her. 

“We invited Zaara to join the 
Freedom Programme which 
helps women understand 
domestic abuse and make sense 
of what is happening to them. 
Her husband believed she was 
going to parenting groups so did 
not try to prevent her attending. 

“Often women experiencing 
domestic abuse do not 
recognise it as such until they 
are with others going through 
the same. Initially Zaara was 
very quiet, but she nodded 
in agreement at what other 
women were saying about their 
own experiences. By the third 
session, she was joining in the 
conversations. 

“We witnessed the control 
Zaara’s husband had over her 
when, during one session, he 
texted her to say he was outside 
to take her home. Some weeks 
later, Zaara told him she was 
leaving him, but he laughed and 
said she had nowhere to go (she 
had no friends or relatives in the 
UK). Zaara asked us for help to 
escape - she was terrified that 
she and her children would end 
up on the streets. We explained 
that wasn’t the case and put 
her in touch with another 
partner, Shanthi Aid who help 
women fleeing domestic abuse. 
They talked her through all the 
support that would be available 
to her and reassured her that 
they could get her and her 
children into accommodation. 

“That was all the encouragement 
Zaara needed. She left her 
husband and Shanthi Aid 
resettled her and little Amira  
and Parisa in a new home in 
another area, and we  
connected her to the local 
Children’s Centre for  
ongoing support.  
The future will be  
so much brighter for 
this little family.”

The sweet  
taste of freedom

“We invited Zaara to join  
the Freedom Programme 
which helps women 
understand domestic abuse 
and make sense of what is 
happening to them.”
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You can help children 
traumatised by domestic 
abuse
The pandemic has escalated  
domestic abuse and made it harder  
for children to escape it. Your gift 
today will mean we can help them 
through counselling and workshops, 
courses for parents like Zaara, and 
referrals to partners we work with  
like Shanthi Aid. Donate using the  
form in this magazine or online at  
www.spurgeons.org/donate.  
Thank you.
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Children and Young People Now Awards

“He told me, ‘Even if I 
don’t get to give them 
the gifts until they’re 
30, I want them to 
know that I loved them 
all the time.’”

CYP Now 
Awards:  
Four Spurgeons 
projects in finals

A day in the life of Anna 
Stephenson-Knight 
CYP Now Awards finalist Anna is 
the Spurgeons Family Services 
Practitioner at HMP Ford, an 
open prison in West Sussex. 
She gives us an insight into her 
work. 

“Every day is different, really! 
My office is down one end of a 
wing and I’ve made it cosy and 
homely, a sanctuary where the 
men can think about themselves 
as dads rather than prisoners. 
They drop in for a chat and 
advice, such as how to write a 
letter home or chat with their 
children on the phone – often 
they just aren’t sure what to say 
and I can guide them. 

“With the men focused on 
getting work outside, they 
couldn’t regularly attend a  
formal course. Instead, we  
have a Family Club which they 
come to as and when they’re 
around. They’ve been making 
family tree pictures, writing  
the names of their family on  
little hearts which they stick  
to a wooden tree.  

I encourage their creativity. 
One dad glued straggly green 
fabric under the tree because 
his children live in a high rise 
flat and they’ve never had a 
garden. Another dad put two 
of the hearts on the ground to 
represent two of his children  
that had died. 

“One prisoner can’t see his 
children, but makes things for his 
daughters’ birthdays every year.  
 
“He told me, ‘Even if I don’t  
get to give them the gifts until 
they’re 30, I want them to  
know that I loved them all  
the time.’

“While they’re making things, 
we chat about family issues and 
how to handle them. The men 
often struggle to relate to their 
families on home visits - often 
their partners have become 
more independent and their 
children have grown up.  
The risk is, once they go home 
for good, those relationships fall 
apart, so talking is good. 

“You see the men – even the 
tough, dangerous criminals - in 
a different light when they’re 
carefully sticking little gems 
on gifts to send home. Those 
gifts mean so much to their 
families too. It helps to restart 
that connection. Yesterday, a 
prisoner’s mum rang me – she 
was so moved by the gift her son 
had made and sent her that she 
was in tears. There’s seldom time 
and opportunity for the men 
to communicate their deepest 
emotions on visits but the crafts 
can do it for them.

“I love my work. I always try to 
find the good in prison dads 
because we can pass that back 
to their children and partners 
and help keep the family bonds 
strong.”

 

Children and Young People Now’s award programme 
recognises the very best practice among professionals 
working with children, young people and families. For 2021, 
there were over 500 entries, so we’re delighted that four 
Spurgeons projects were finalists:

Congratulations to all staff and volunteers  
involved in these projects!

Family Support Award (Highly Commended):  
During lockdown, HMP Swaleside, Standford Hill and 
Elmley (The Sheppey Cluster) ran events promoting 
community spirit on Sheppey and supporting local 
residents (as featured in Yours Faithfully Autumn 2021) 

Youth Justice Award:  
The Boys2Men course aims to reduce reoffending by 
helping young male offenders to become reflective 
thinkers, develop emotional intelligence, and help create 
positive change in their communities. 
 
Early Years Award:  
During lockdown, Wiltshire Family Support and Early 
Years Service Initiative delivered bespoke support to the 
most vulnerable children and families, including food 
parcels and laptops for schoolwork (as featured in Yours 
Faithfully Autumn 2021). 

Children and Young People’s Champion Award:  
Anna Stephenson-Knight for a family photo project to 
help prisoners at HMP Ford to keep connected to their 
families during lockdown. 
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Young Carers
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Giving Young 
Carers a voice

“Taylor explained to 
Dame Rachel how 
tricky it was to balance 
schoolwork with being 
a young carer. He also 
felt that if his school had 
identified him earlier, he 
would have had support 
sooner.”To mark Carers Rights Day 

on 25th November, young 
carers met with the Children’s 
Commissioner, Dame Rachel 
de Souza, on Zoom. Taylor and 
Lucy from Spurgeons Young 
Carers were among the 30 
young people who took part. 

Dame Rachel (pictured right) 
said that she wanted help for 
young carers to be a priority, so 
this was a superb opportunity 
for those on the call to help 
her understand some of the 
challenges they face and what 
support they need to overcome 
these.

Taylor explained to Dame Rachel 
how tricky it was to balance 
schoolwork with being a young 
carer. He also felt that if his 
school had identified him earlier, 
he would have had support 
sooner. 

Lucy shared that although 
teachers encourage pupils to 
pursue higher education, she 
worries that if she did so, there 
would be nobody to look after 
her mum and five-year-old 
brother.

Lucy also said that some 
pharmacies will not let her 
collect her mum’s prescriptions 
because the dosage is high. 
Another girl described how she 
regularly asked to go to the toilet 
in lessons at school so she could 
ring her mum to remind her to 
take her medication.

One boy said that, while all 
young carers are legally entitled 
to assessments, he had never had 
one and that assessments are not 
even done in some parts of the 
country. 

The young carers also wanted 
more people to be aware of their 
existence and what is involved 
in being a young carer, and for 
more counselling and mental 
health support to be available to 
them.

Dame Rachel promised to further 
investigate the issues that were 
raised.

Jason Wilson, Children’s Services 
Manager at Birmingham Young 
Carers, says, “Spurgeons Young 
Carers are part of Young Carers 
National Voice, a UK-wide group 
of young carers, some of whom 
were on the call with Dame 
Rachel. They were able to raise 
the group’s concerns about the 
forthcoming Health and Care Bill 
which is designed to improve 
co-ordination between health 
and social care. The group wants 
the Bill to do more to address 
young carer needs and for the 
Government to take steps to 
ensure the rights of young carers 
are implemented.

“For example, they want all 
school staff and governors to 
be trained on what it is to be a 
young carer; for all schools and 
colleges to have a system to 
flag young carers and monitor 

their attendance and attainment, 
and for a Young Carer Lead on 
the school staff to help provide 
support and link with local 
services. They also want OFSTED 
to include young carers as a 
specific group in all inspections, 
require schools and colleges to 
identify and refer young carers 
for support.

“Young carers don’t want 
sympathy – what they want and 
need is more practical support at 
all levels of society. It was great 
that Taylor and Lucy represented 
Spurgeons on the call and were 
able to voice their concerns. I 
am hopeful that the meeting will 
have an impact. 

“Spurgeons provides 
opportunities for our young 
carers to have their say, influence 
decision making and help shape 
services. But I feel that there’s a 
real opportunity for us to support 
them even better by helping to 
raise public awareness and work 
with schools and other providers 
to help identify young carers at 
an early stage.”

How you can help  
young carers
It’s likely that there are many 
‘hidden young carers’ in society 
today. If you come across anyone 
who you think or know is a young 
carer, please ask them how they 
are doing and if they are being 
supported. If they are not, help 
them to identify and connect with 
their local Young Carers service. 
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Helping Alice  
learn to like 
herself

Invisible 
Walls – 10th 
Anniversary 
Celebration

Prison dads 
refurbish play 
area

Her family had broken apart, her 
father had abandoned her – and 
now Alice was falling apart too. 
But your generous gifts enabled 
Fegans, part of Spurgeons 
Children’s Charity, to help her  
to heal.

Alice blamed herself for her home 
situation. She had fallen out with 
her friends. She hated herself, she 
was angry, she trusted nobody… 
She began to self-harm, in part 
to punish herself for her family’s 
breakup, in part to stop the 
constant stream of conflicting 
thoughts and emotions chasing 
round in her mind.  

Fegans counsellor Katie began 
working with Alice. “She 
believed that no-one would do 
anything for her without wanting 
something in return,” Katie says, 
“and, if she made a mistake, she 
should be punished, even if that 
meant punishing herself.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

She had been sent to live with a 
new carer who was challenging 
that learning. But Alice didn’t yet 
know if she could trust what the 
carer said to be true.”

Katie worked with Alice for  
eight months. She says, “Over 
that time, I was amazed to see 
the healing that came out of her 
growing self-awareness and her 
learning to accept herself. Alice 
made the decision that people 
don’t have to be ‘good’ or ‘bad’, 
but that people are people, and 
they sometimes make good 
choices and sometimes bad 
ones.”

Alice now she accepts she can 
ask for help and doesn’t need to 
punish herself when she makes 
mistakes. As a result, she has 
found her confidence, developed 
healthy relationships with friends 
in and out of school and stopped 
self-harming.

Katie says, “The most powerful 
change of all is that Alice now 
likes herself and is finally allowing 
her carer to love her for who she 
is, and not who she thinks she 
should be. What a privilege and 
honour to witness this healing 
unfold right in front of my eyes.”

Invisible Walls is Spurgeons’ family support service at HMP 
Winchester – and in November we celebrated its 10th year 
of keeping families together and reducing reoffending.

Attendees included local dignitaries and fathers who 
have been supported by the service. Steve Brine, MP for 
Winchester and Chandler’s Ford, commented, “The direct 
benefit of this facility to prisoners and their families and in 
turn helping people turn their lives around, is huge.” 

And the numbers speak for themselves (see infographic).

None of this would have been possible without long-term 
funding from The National Lottery and the tireless dedication 
of hundreds of volunteers as well as Spurgeons staff. 

Thank you for your incredible support. 

Also at the 10th anniversary 
celebration, the play area at HMP 
Winchester was reopened. The work 
was funded through donations from 
prison staff, and through some of the 
prison dads who asked prisoners for 
donations from their personal spends 
(money they earn whilst in prison from 
working, or sent by their families). 
Some of the dads helped to clean and 
paint the play area which they really 
enjoyed doing.

Fegans Children’s Counselling Services Prison Family Support Services – Invisible Walls

Details in this story have been changed to protect client identity

Family Days (a relaxed 
day in prison for prisoners 
and children to spend time 
together): 131 for 1358 
prison dads, 1963 children 
and 2328 other visitors

10 Years of Invisible 
Walls in numbers

Courses:Family visits: We’ve 
welcomed 41,578 
visitors to the visitor 
centre and 9,798 
children to the play area

‘Time for You and  
Your Child’ parenting 
course: 146 courses 
involving 971 men

Homework club:  
44 sessions for 275 
children involving  
151 prison dads and 
161 visitors

Workshops:  
76 attended by  
459 men

Free mental health support downloads
Do you know a young person struggling with mental health 
challenges? Many are, in the current turbulent times. Our free 
downloads will help you – or them - understand and cope with 
issues such as self-harm, depression and eating disorders.  
Visit www.fegans.org.uk/mental-health-handbooks 
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Prison Family Services - Invisible Walls

Former prisoner Adam  
shared at the 10th anniversary 
celebration how Invisible Walls 
helped him to be a better father 
and turn his life around so his 
children did not follow in his 
footsteps. 

Lord Farmer, chair of an 
Independent Ministry of Justice 
Review, highlighted Invisible 
Walls as a “beacon of good 
practice” in his report, which 
stressed the importance of 
strengthening prisoners’ family 
ties in preventing reoffending 
and intergenerational crime.

Adam’s story illustrates what this 
looks like in practice. He turned 
to crime after a childhood of 
neglect. By 14, he had become 
a father in the midst of a 
relationship so abusive that his 
partner hospitalised him several 
times. He was also arrested for 
burglary, violence and public 
order offences.  Adam says, “By 
the time I was 22 my second 
son was born and I had served 6 
prison sentences.”

He arrived in HMP Winchester  
in 2012. By now he was 30  
and had a third child, a  
six-month-old baby.  

So began his journey with 
Spurgeons’ Invisible Walls, which 
Adam says helped him learn 
more about parenting, his role 
as a dad and that he was an 
important part of his children’s 
lives. “I was so fortunate to be 
able to have family day visits 
with my son and the continued 
support of the wonderful 
Spurgeons team.” He says by 
the time he was released, he 
was already a changed person 
– and, for the first time he was 
prepared to engage with the 
services around him, because he 
could see how they could help 
him continue along that path of 
positive change.

With support from his Probation 
Officer, Adam completed a 
community course, took up 
sport, kicked drugs and became 
a volunteer with the drug and 
alcohol service. He had a job 
he loved, engaging other in 
rehabilitation, he had a flat and 
regularly saw his three sons. “I 
looked at the world in a new way 
and it was infectious.”

Adam was worried about  
his older sons with their  
unstable home life.  

He says, “…Now I believed I 
could be a positive influence 
and that as a father I had power 
and a responsibility… I became 
a voice for them.” With help 
from Spurgeons, his Probation 
Officer and other professionals, 
the boys came to live with 
him. “I was astonished that the 
professionals…treated me as 
a valued voice and a positive 
option for my children…(they) 
had belief and confidence in  
who I had become.” 

Since then, Adam has gained 
qualifications and is now a 
Youth Offending Service Case 
Manager. His boys have gone 
on to college and employment. 
Adam believes it’s a huge 
testament to the support he 
received from Spurgeons and 
other professionals that the boys 
have taken such a positive path 
instead of following him into 
crime. He reflects, “Spurgeons 
were vital in changing the course 
of my life, my children’s and the 
generations to come… I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart 
for what you have done for me 
and my family.”

Adam’s story:  
“I looked at the 
world in a new way”

With support from 
his Probation Officer, 
Adam completed a 
community course, 
took up sport, 
kicked drugs and 
became a volunteer 
with the drug and 
alcohol service.



Spurgeons Old Scholars

Peter Szewcuzk arrived at 
Spurgeons Children’s Home 
Birchington Hall in 1958 
aged 4, the only child of a 
Ukrainian mother, and was 
there until 1966. He shares  
a few of his memories.
“I was in Mr and Mrs 
MacPherson’s house, named 
Waterbeach after the village 
where Charles Haddon  
Spurgeon pastored a church.   
I was head boy for 2 years,  
and Barbara Partridge was  
the head girl.

“It was strict; we were up at 6am 
to do housework and prayed  
and read our Bibles before 
breakfast. But we were well 
looked after. There was always 
plenty of food and we had 
regular medical checks.

“We went to church twice on a 
Sunday and on a Wednesday 
evening. We were given 
sweets or chocolate after the 
Wednesday service - it was the 
moment we were all waiting for!

“The playroom was where we 
played table tennis and billiards.  
There was also a quiet room, 
although it did have a TV.  
We also had a cat which we 
called Paddy because it was 
born on St. Patrick’s Day.

“Daily life had a sports focus.  
The Sports Master, Mr Trentfield 
organised weekly matches of 
football, tennis and rounders 
against other schools. In 
summer, we went swimming in 
the sea at Epple Bay, Minnis Bay 
and Westgate Beach, and had 
swimming lessons at a big house 
belonging to a doctor.

“We would stay with a family 
one weekend a month so we got 
to know what family life was like.  
I stayed with Mr and Mrs Everell 
- I kept in touch with their 
daughter after Birchington, and 
she would invite me over for 
Christmas dinner.

“Mr MacPherson was in the Red 
Cross and knew the people at 
St. John’s Ambulance, so once a 
week we would go down to the 
Methodist Church Hall to learn 
how to bandage people up. We 
were also taught about bones, 
arteries and pressure points. 
We attended parades in our  
St. John’s uniforms.  

“One time, Graham MacPherson 
bought some crocodile eggs 
from the reptile shop. We 
watched them hatch. A month  
or two later they had grown to  
18 inches. They escaped from  
the tank and ran around the 
house snapping at us all.   
 

“One day they were taken away 
and we never saw them again.

“Once a year we would put on a 
play and have a great big party 
after. Reginald Dickson played 
the organ, Miss Carcus taught 
us to act at her house, she did 
all the choreography, and Mrs 
Adderson wrote the scripts and 
taped the recordings. She knew 
people at the BBC.

“We had special visit from 
Bootsie and Smudge, famous 
comedy actors. I remember 
them handing out a big box of 
jelly babies that were in real jelly. 
On another occasion we were 
given a huge Easter egg; it was 
about three feet tall and about 
three inches thick and we had to 
use a hammer to break into it.

“The biggest donation was the 
1935 Silver Wraith Rolls Royce, 
in working order, given for us to 
play in. It may have been gifted 
by one of the many wealthy 
locals or famous visitors.

“On our annual visit to 
Spurgeon’s grave in West 
Norwood I gave thanks for his 
compassion towards children in 
need. I feel very fortunate that 
Spurgeons gave me a safe, clean 
and happy place to call home 
and the chance of a good  
start in life.” 

Spurgeons gave  
me the chance of  
a good start in life

We can now confirm that we intend 
to hold our 2022 Old Scholars 
Reunion on 18th and 19th June in 
Birchington, with an overnight stay 
(although if you are only able to 
make one day or the other, that is 
fine too). 

This will be a great opportunity 
for old friends to reunite and share 
past and present stories. To avoid 
missing further updates, please 
contact Karen Logan before the  
18th March 2022, by email at 
klogan@spurgeons.org or by 
telephone on 01933 417059 for 
more information and to confirm 
your interest. 

Peter at Spurgeons Children’s Home with his peers and on a visit from his mother
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Old Scholars 
Reunion - 
Last chance 
to register!



Connect with us
Keep up online with how your support 
is changing lives - visit our website: 

www.spurgeons.org 

Or like us on Twitter or Facebook and 
join in the conversation: 
 

Contact us :  
Spurgeons, 74 Wellingborough Road,  
Rushden, Northants NN10 9TY
Tel 01933 412412 Fax: 01933 412010
Email: marketing@spurgeons.org

Registered Charity Number 1081182

If you no longer wish to receive  
Yours Faithfully, please notify us in writing.

Privacy Notice  
We are committed to keeping your personal information safe and secure and to protecting your privacy. How we do this and why 
is explained in our Privacy Policy, along with your rights regarding your personal information and how we might use it to keep you 
updated about the work you are helping to make possible. In February 2021, we carried out a review of our Privacy Policy and you 
can see the updated version on our website, or by requesting a paper copy.  We promise to continue to respect your wishes about 
how you want us to stay in touch, and you can change your contact preferences at any time by emailing info@spurgeons.org or 
calling 01933 412412. Find the updated Policy at www.spurgeons.org/privacy 

A lifechanging 
legacy of love

Your legacy 
can give hope 
to future 
generations

Spurgeons owes its existence 
not just to Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, but to a humble 
Christian woman whose 
generosity ultimately changed 
the lives of thousands of 
children for the better. 

After meeting George Müller, 
founder of a Bristol orphanage, 
Spurgeon said to his church, “I 
sometimes think we will try the 
power of faith here. Then we 
may have a tabernacle of faith 
as well as an orphan house of 
faith. God send us that.”

His prayer was answered 
through Anne Hillyard. She had 
inherited two legacies - one 
from an uncle, and one from her 
husband, an Anglican curate 
who had tragically died just a 
year into their marriage. Anne 
shared Spurgeon’s passion 
to help address the social 
injustices prevalent in London’s  
slums and was moved to  
 
 
 

donate £20,000 from her funds 
(worth around £2.5m today) 
to help Spurgeon found the 
Stockwell Orphanage.

Anne shunned publicity – the 
only image we have of her is in 
this stained-glass window; she 
sits with Spurgeon and William 
Higgs, the orphanage treasurer.  
At the orphanage’s opening 
ceremony in 1869, Spurgeon 
said of Anne, “She is a simple, 
earnest, Christian woman, who 
has devoted by far the largest 
portion of her property to God 
without asking honour from 
anyone. She only asks help to 
this great work.”

Anne’s incredible generosity 
did more than rescue those first 
orphans from a grim future in 
the slums; it has subsequently 
saved hundreds of thousands of 
children and young people from 
neglect, abuse and uncertainty, 
giving them the opportunity of 
a happy and hope-filled life. 

Could you consider leaving a gift in 
your Will to Spurgeons Children’s 
Charity, to help future generations 
of vulnerable children and young 
people have a hope-filled life? 

Please visit our website at  
www.spurgeons.org/support-us/
leaving-a-gift-in-your-will to find 
out more, including how to get  
your Will written for FREE via 
Farewill, Spurgeons award-winning 
Will-writing partner. 


